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The Steering Committee for the Test Of Proficiency-Huayu (SC-TOP) was established
in November 2005 under the direction of the Ministry of Education of R.O.C. The Committee
aims to develop and promote an effective Chinese assessment system, mainly the Test of
Chinese as a Foreign Language (TOCFL; formerly known as TOP), for Chinese learners
worldwide to assess their Chinese proficiency.

The SC-TOP has the following major missions:

« To design and plan the test contents of TOCFL.

« To build test item pools for TOCFL.

+ To develop computer-based Chinese proficiency test systems.

+ To promote Taiwan’s Chinese proficiency tests for non-native speakers of Chinese.
+ To increase exchange among Chinese proficiency test organizations worldwide.
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The TOCFL Computerized Adaptive Test (Listening and Reading) employs Rasch
model of item response theory. The test taker does not need to choose the test level or
band when registering for the test. The computer selects the test items based on the test
taker’s response to the previous items. Compared with other test formats, CAT takes less
test items to precisely evaluate the test takers’ competence, as the item selection is

adapted by the test takers’ responses.
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The TOCFL Computerized Adaptive Test (Listening and Reading) is not con-
ducted on separate test levels so it includes item types of all test levels of TOCFL
Listening and Reading tests. There are four item types for listening: picture
description, single-round dialogue, dialogue, and monologue, and five item types
for reading: sentence comprehension, picture description, paragraph completion,
gap filling, and reading comprehension.

For listening test, there are about 35 items. There will be 10 seconds to respond
to each item, then the system will go on to the next item. The test time is about 50
minutes. For reading test, there are about 35 items. The test time is 60 minutes.

RIS T8 B 354 e % 3 P o P
Test Type Item Types Number of ltems Test Time

fmv g
Picture Description
a o Im ﬁnv
% Slngle -round Dialogue
Listening Test 3E
Dialogue
BE

Monologue

kS 9504 &
35 items (approx.) | 50 min (approx.)

H oz

Sentence Comprehension

LT

Picture Description .
B3 % 2B 35K
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TOCFL results are presented in the form of scale scores, and the full score is
100. Since 2013, TOCFL results are presented in the form of scale scores, and the
cut-off scores of each level are obtained from the standard setting study. Based on
the Rasch model of item response theory, scale score is the result of mathematical
transformation according to the difficulty index of the test items and the number of
questions that candidates answer correctly. The larger the number of test items
answered correctly, the higher the scale scores. Compared with the raw score (the
number of test items answered correctly), the scale score is more objective since
it is not affected with the different item difficulty of each test.
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TOCFL Computerized Adaptive Test (Listening and Reading) results are
presented in the form of scale scores, and the full score is 100.
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Levels achieved Listening Test Reading Test
~ % Level 1 21 21
A # % Level 2 40 40
BFF B Level 3 46 48
% [+ Level 4 61 64
1% Level 5 70 72
il % Level 6 81 88
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The more correct responses made by the test taker means more difficult items to be
given subsequently, and the more incorrect responses means easier items to follow. The
test items may be on different bands and levels. For example, a Band A test taker may
encounter some Band B test items in the test process. It is therefore suggested that test
takers familiarize themselves with the item types of all the bands and levels so as to have
the best performance.

Since CAT item selection is based on performance, once a test item is responded to
and a subsequent item is presented, the test taker does not have the chance to go back
to double-check or make any changes.

The number of items for each test taker varies between 25 and 40, as a result of indi-
vidual difference. The test will end with the result presented when the time limit is
reached or when the test taker’s competence level has been identified, whichever comes
earlier.

We set the minimum test items at 25, so the scores of the reading test will be adjust-
ed based on the portion of items responded to if the test taker finishes less than 25 items.
The test taker is advised to allocate enough time to different sections of the test.
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TOCFL test-takers will receive a certificate for each test that they register for and
pass. The TOCFL certificate can serve as evidence of Chinese proficiency for:

1.Applying for a Taiwan Scholarship.
2.International students applying for academic programs at colleges and universt-

ies in Taiwan.
3.0Overseas Chinese Students applying for university admission in Taiwan through
the University Entrance Committee for Overseas Chinese Students (UECOCS).
4. Employment applications which require proof of Chinese language proficiency.

5.0btaining bonus points under the new appraisal system for Overseas Chinese
and international students who want to remain in Taiwan to work.

Many undergraduate and graduate programs in Taiwan require a TOCFL certificate
for admission or for evaluation of an applicant’s Chinese proficiency, and many interna-
tional businesses that do business with Taiwan will take candidates’ having TOCFL cer-

tificates into account when they are recruiting.
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